Name: ________________________________ Hour: ________

Score: ______/22

Misplaced Modifiers

Examples:
Frozen shrimp lay in the steel pans that were thawing rapidly.
Frozen shrimp that were thawing rapidly lay in the steel pans.

The speaker discussed the problem of crowded prisons at the college.

At the college, the speaker discussed the problem of crowded prisons.

Directions—Rewrite the following statements, correcting the misplaced modifiers.

1. The patient talked about his childhood on the psychiatrist’s couch.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. The crowd watched the tennis players with swiveling heads.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. Vonnie put four hamburger patties on the counter which she was cooking for dinner.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. The latest Tom Hanks movie has almost opened in 2,200 theaters across the country.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote that rainbows are flowers that have died and gone to heaven in a poem. ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

6. He nearly brushed his teeth for twenty minutes.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Write MM for misplaced modifier or C for correct in the space provided for each sentence.  If the sentence contains a misplaced modifier, underline it.

_____ 1. I nearly napped for twenty minutes during the biology lecture.

_____ 2. Ron paused as the girl he had been following stopped at a shop window.

_____ 3. Under his shirt, the player wore a good luck charm that resembled a tiny elephant.

_____ 4. I ordered a new telephone from the mail-order catalog shaped like Snoopy.

_____ 5. Marta dropped out of school after taking only ten courses on Friday.

Dangling Modifiers

Examples:

To impress the interviewer, punctuality is essential.

To impress the interviewer, you must be punctual. 

Shaving in front of the steamy mirror, the razor nicked Ed’s chin.

Shaving in front of the steamy mirror, Ed nicked his chin with the razor.

Directions—Rewrite the following statements, correcting the dangling modifiers.

1. Pouring out the cereal, a coupon fell into my bowl.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. While turning over the bacon, hot grease splashed my arm.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. Sitting at a sidewalk café, all sorts of interesting people passed by. ______________________________________________________________________________​

______________________________________________________________________________

4. Kicked carelessly under the bed, Raquel finally found her sneakers.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. Though somewhat warped, Uncle Joe played his records from the forties. ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

6. Tired and exasperated, the fight we had was inevitable.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Write DM for dangling modifier or C for correct in the space provided for each sentence.  If the sentence contains a dangling modifier, underline it.

_____ 1. Afraid to look his father in the eye, Henry kept his head bowed.

_____ 2. While riding a bike, a vicious-looking German shepherd snapped at Tim’s ankles.

_____ 3. At the age of twelve, several colleges had already accepted the boy genius.

_____ 4. Munching leaves from a tall tree, the giraffe fascinated the children.

_____ 5. Not having had much sleep, my concentration during class was weak.

